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Editor’s note: Here’s a bonus – not one but many photos accompanied by an article about 
them. Where can you get bulbs of these beautiful iris? Odyssey Bulbs, White Flower Farms, or 
for the widest selection, Jacques Amand Intl. which ships to the U.S. They do a bulk shipment 
and then individual orders are sent on from within the U.S.  
 
Contact: bulbs@JacquesAmand.co.uk for details though it may be too late to order this 
year. 
 
Article starts on next page. 
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PlantsmanThe

By the time the leaves die down  
in late June they have grown to 45–
60cm in length. A bulb forms at the 
base of each leaf, so if you damage 
the leaves you are directly damaging 
next year’s bloom. 

If you need to store the bulbs out 
of the soil then dig them up just as 
the leaves are dying down. Store them 
over summer in mesh bags hanging 
in a cool, dry location. If you dig up 
bulbs at the end of summer or early 
autumn, and leave them unplanted 
for a couple of weeks, they can go 
soft. If you do this, make sure you 
replant them within two days. Bulbs 
dug up in early summer and properly 
dried are fine in storage. 

Gardeners can benefit from the 
production of numerous bulblets. 
You can use them to multiply a 
cultivar faster than it would 
otherwise. Simply replant them 
closer to the soil surface, like first-
year bulbs from seed, at 1–1.5cm 
depth. If they are left at the base of 
the bulb, as they would be when in  
a clump, not all of them will have 
sufficient energy to get a leaf up. For 
instance, in my garden mature bulbs 
typically place themselves at 7cm 
depth. They will form clumps. For 
fun, try planting a few individual 
bulbs or bulblets around the garden 
and what happens after a few years. 

If you have problems with bulbs 
rotting or not reappearing, make a 
mound of soil and plant them in 
that. If you have problems growing 
them in a trough then change the 
compost to improve drainage.

Conclusion
I have come a long way from plant 
collecting in Turkey 30 years ago, 
which gave me the foundation for 
the work I am doing today. 

Every year it is amazing to see new 
Reticulatas blooming for the first 
time. I look around the garden each 
spring day to see buds coming 

through the ground, then I watch as 
the first colour appears. Some buds 
that look interesting, like they are 
going to produce something 
amazing, turn out to give just 
something ordinary. Then every so 
often you do get something amazing, 
such as the first yellow and reddish 
purple combination in 2011, 
followed in 2012 by the even more 
exquisite 05-GQ-3. 

I am fortunate that several of my 
cultivars have been recognized with 
RHS awards. In 2015, ‘Sea Green’ 
received an Award of Merit and ‘Eye 
Catcher’, ‘Spot On’, ‘Storm’ and 
‘Sunshine’ received Certificates of 
Preliminary Commendation. In 
2016, ‘Spot On’ received an  
Award of Merit and ‘Pristine’,  
‘Scent Sational’ and ‘Velvet Smile’ 
received Certificates of Preliminary 
Commendation.

I hope I can successfully get more 
of these into the market so that 
gardeners enjoy them. Stocks of 
many are being built up in the 
Netherlands. Three large-scale 
Dutch growers have rejected both 
‘Storm’ and ‘Sea Green’ but I am 
working with Jacques Amand 
International to introduce them  
in the UK. I have also managed to 
regain control of ‘Orange Glow’ and 
intend to introduce that as well. In 
the meantime, several of my other 
cultivars are available from UK 
nurseries such as Avon Bulbs, 
Jacques Amand International, 
Pottertons Nursery and Rare Plants.

I hope gardeners will like what I 
have raised and will want to try a few 
more cultivars every year. What we 
are seeing at the moment is only the 
tip of the iceberg. The future looks 
extremely exciting.

ALAN MCMURTRIE is an amateur 
plant breeder based in Toronto, 
Canada  
www.reticulatas.com

Seedling 05-GQ-3 dates from 2012 and is one of the best yellow and reddish purple selections

Iris ‘Storm’ will hopefully be made available 
commercially by UK nurseries


